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as birds, and this process is particularly valuable for
naturalists when travelling, who are not able to
stuff immediately the skins of animals and birds
caught. If the fresh skins are treated with glycerine
in which for this purpose salicylic acid instead of
boric acid has been dissolved (on account of its power-
ful preserving action) then the skins or birds can,
as soon as they are dried, be packed in boxes and left
there as long as desired. If the bird is to be stuffed,
then it is quite supple and much trouble is saved
which would be otherwise occasioned by the soften-
ing of the dried and stiff skin.

GLYCERINE  FOB   THE PRESERVATION   OF WHOLE
ANIMALS.
Glycerine is also of importance to the naturalist
from another point of view, and therefore we touch on
its value for natural history purposes. It is known
that some animals preserved in alcohol, become ir-
recognizable in the course of time, because the
alcohol dissolves the fat in the body and destroys
the colour. This is particularly noticeable in the
case of some beautifully coloured sea worms and
fish which shrink in alcohol and entirely lose their
colours. "We have found that glycerine which is
sufficiently diluted with water, in order that the
very watery bodies of worms and other molluscs as
well as of fishes should not shrink by the absorp-
tion of the water, is eminently adaptable for the